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The Editors-in-Chief have retracted this article (Sitapara 
et  al. 2014)  following an investigation by the University 
of Liverpool. The investigation concluded that the mass 
spectra data contained in Fig. 4 demonstrate evidence of 
data manipulation, duplicate publication and figure fab-
rication and are thus unreliable. The mass spectra pub-
lished in Fig. 4c are identical to mass-spectra published 
in Supplementary Fig. 2 from another publication (Wang 
et  al. (2015))  and Fig.  3c in (Entezari et  al. (2014)). In 
addition to this, there are inconsistencies between mass 
stated on the spectral peaks and the m/z (Da) value on the 
x-axis. There is also further possible figure duplication 
with some adjustment to the size of the peaks and labels. 
There is obvious similarity between spectra published in 
Fig. 4b in (Sitapara et al. 2014) and the spectra published 
in Fig. 3c in (Ju et al. 2014), with some alterations in peak 
size and mass labelling. There is further circumstantial 
evidence of research misconduct through inconsisten-
cies in data produced by specific mass-spectrometers 

as detailed in the figure. The co-authors of the article 
were found by the investigation not to be complicit in 
any research misconduct, and they have been invited to 
resubmit a revised version of the manuscript for further 
peer review. More information on the university’s inves-
tigation can be found on the university website (Further 
update on research misconduct investigation 2020).

All authors agree to this retraction.
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